to these problems, the reader being carried along by the dogmatic enthusiasm of the author. Many homely illustrations enliven the text. The reader is encouraged to do quantitative calculations and there can be no mystery with this forthright approach. The text is full of common sense and practical judgment: for example, 'treat the patient and not his electrolyte values', 'err on the side of underhydration'. I enjoyed reading this condensed wealth of experience and I recommend it to students and doctors as being a good introduction to fluid and electrolyte problems. With increasing awareness of the immunological basis of many diseases, a more thorough knowledge of complement has become important to both laboratory workers and clinicians. This symposium, under the chairmanship of Dr Humphrey, provides a most searching review of every aspect of complement at the present time. The contributors have risen nobly to this unique opportunity of reproducing their original observations on such topics as the kinetics and mechanism of hmmolysis by complement, the biochemistry and synthesis of complement and studies of immune cell lysis with the electron microscope; more clinical contexts include the role of complement in the lysis of red cells in vivo and in bacteriolytic reactions. The discussions that follow each contribution are most penetrating and do much to enrich these very expert dissertations as well as to emphasize the remaining gaps in the story. It is apparent that the stage is not yet reached when a definitive nomenclature can be applied to the components of complement nor indeed are the functions and criteria of complement activity established undisputedly. The book is very ably edited with comprehensive references attached to each section. The atmosphere of informal discussion around a basic common theme is nicely maintained in the script, so that the reader does feel in some sense a participant. Certainly for anyone in the least interested in this subject, to be privy to such an exciting and informative meeting is well worth the expenditure of sixty shillings. This book records the papers presented and discussed at a small international meeting of selected workers in the field of dental caries. Some of the papers contain new material but
